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and Inhabitans of the Town were, in a particular Manner, 
invited and induced to be liberal in their Contributions, by 
Aſſurances given them on the Part of the Town- council 
(then poſleſt of the ſole Power of diſpoſing upon moſt of 
the Funds belonging to the Poor of the City) That theſe 
Funds, with the Addition of 200 L. n would be 
ſufficient for the Purpoſes of the intended Houſe, after it 
was erected, without giving Riſe, or occaſioning Neceſſity, 
for any other Tax or Burden upon the City-; and, by the 
Papers printed. for procuring:Subſcriptions for the Ex hence 
of the Building, it was propoſed and promiſed, That the 
Houſe, when built, ſhould be cndowed with all the Poors- 
Funds under the Collection of the Kirk-Treaſurer, and then 
diſtributed partly by the Council, and partly by the particu- 


Aar Kirk ſeſſons That. it is ſaid, the negtannual Amount 


would 'come out to upwards of 1700, L._ Sterling) and with 
200 L. Sterling more out of the Town's Revenue yearly ; 
That there ſhould be an Appropriation of the ſaid intended 
Endowment, in the moſt diſtinct and -ftrict Manner, extended 
in due Form 'by proper Acts, Deeds and Inſtruments, . to have 
been made and 18.29 into by every Party concerned, fo 
as no Part of the Funds ſhould be applicable to any other 
Uſe; That the Management and Direction of every Thing 
con the Houſe, and in particular of the F * ſo to 
be appropriated, ſhould be in a certain Number of Perſons to 
| be elected in a Form ſet down, with a Supernumerary Di- 
rector for every 50. L. Serligg to have been contributed. 
On the Faith of ' theſe, Aſſurances. and. Pr ſome 
Thouſands of Pounds were ſubſcribed, and after the Terms 
for an Ag nt on the- Foundation thereof were more 
fully concerted, . and confirmed or approved of: by. the Town- 
Council, and the-Contributers. to the Work, in a General 
Meeting, held, the 24th July 1739, a ſolemm and formal Deed 
was entered into by the Council, and by Commiſſioners 
* 2 by the ſeveral — — two * had 


x 
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till then the ſole Power of Diſtribution of the whole Funds be- 
longing to the Poor) whereby the whole yearly Funds, and in 
particular the Collections at the Doors of Churches and 
Epiſcopal Mecting-houſes, are appropriated to the Uſes of 
the foreſaid Work-houſe, conform to the Minutes of the 
General Meeting aforeſaid of the Contributers; and the origt- 


nal Propoſals therein referred to: And for rendering this 
Appropriation effectual and perpetual, the Council and 
Seſſions diſponed to the Kirk-treaſurer for the Time; being, 
and his Succeſſors in Office, all the. ſaid Funds, to be · by them 
collected and accounted for, to the Managers of the Work- 
houſe aforeſaid; and it is provided, That a State or Account 
'of the Management and Application of the Funds, ſhall be 
annually hid before each Kirk- ſeſſion; that fo, if therefrom it 
ſhall appear to the General- ſeſſions or any particular Seſſion, 
that” the ſaid -Hoſpital or Poors-houſe does not anſwer the 
good Ends and Purpoſes propoſed for the right Maintenance 
of the Poor, this Deed ſhould not bar the Seſſions from re- 
affuming ſuch Overſight of the Poor, or Adminiſtration of 
the Collections, as they were then entitled to by Law; upon 
their laying before the Lords of Seſſion, the Reaſons of their 
Diſſatisfaction, and obtaining their Lordſhips Warrant and 
Allowance for ſueh Re- aſſumption of the. Adminiſtration of 
the Collections. ; . ; 5 
The Committee do not know; in what Manner the Sum of 
1700 L. mentioned in the Propoſals, as the loweſt annual 
Amount of the Funds aroſe, or was made up; but there was 
no Reaſon to reckon upon Collections at the Doors of 
NMeeting-houſes, as any Part at all of a Fund to be:depended - 
on, at leaſt theſe could not be computed at more than 70. L. 
per Aurum; becauſe it appears, from the Kirk-treaſurer's Ac- 
counts, That no Part of ſuch Collections was paid. in to him 
r the 1732; and that the Medium on what was get 
| "> 0% © Ws . FR I. „„ "OUR-.- 
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Foundation for a Computation with reſpect to F uturity, thet 
one could have in the . of the Tear 1739) was only 
72 L. or 73 UL. 

By means of the Funds thus appropriated, and it cvoun- 
tary Charities of well diſpoſed Perſons, not only have all the 
Poor which the Houſe could receive been comfortably ſub- 
liſted ever ſince it was built; but alſo the Managers have been 
enabled to build an Infirmary for the Rec 


eption of Lunaticks 
and other Office-houſes : And it can't be pretended, That there 


ever was, or now is, a Deficiency of Fund, or that ever any . 


-poor Perſon entitled was refuſed the Benefit of the Houſe on 
that Account, 

4 But a very few Men 22 Cry having formed ſome De- 
7 not yet y upon procuring an 
Alteration of de 333 aforeſaid as 2 F . 
they buzzed about, amongſt a few more their Partizans, 
That the Fund from the Collections had greatly decayed f 
late, and aſſigned, as one Reaſon for it, that nothing was 
paid in from the Meeting-houſe Collections, T hat ſomething 
mutt be done, in way of a Tax, to ſupply this, and compel 
the Meeting-houſe Folks to 4 the Expence of this 
Workhouſe, &c. But by all the Information the Committee 

. can get, the Scheme pointed at, as would ſeem by what is 
now come out, was not communicated, even as to the general 


Nature of it, far leſfs,as to Particulars,to any Number of the Per- 


ſons to be affected by it. That fix Men of the Town-council 
knew of it, may 1 But the Committee dare chal- 
lenge the Proj to a Dozen others, who will 
venture their Character with their Fellow: citizens upon aſſer- 
ting, That they were ever, in the ſmalleſt Degree, let into the 

Secret. before the Day on which it was ordered in Council, 

to petition the Parliament on the Subject of it. It is faid, 

+ the:Committce believes is true, That one Copy was, 
ſome Time befote that, put into the Hands of the of - 
— — How many of them ſaw it, or 
— 
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Were adviſed of the Contents, they can beſt tell: And tho 
it is alſo ſaid, and may be true, that a Copy was delivered to 
the Keeper of the Signet, the Committee could never yet 
meet with one Writer to the Signet, who had beard, of the 
Matter, or ſaw the Paper. 

The Heritors and Ni * on getting Intelli- 
that à Part of the Town- Council had tranſmitted to 
London a Petition to Parliament, for getting a perpetual hea- 
vy Tax nailed down on them, without giving them any No- 
tice of the Deſign, or ſhowing any Cauſe or Neceſſity for 
it; 2 in a very great Body, and appoint- 

ed fome of their Number to _ on the Council, and re- 
, That they would ſuperſede inſiſting om the Petition 


or this Seffion of Parliament, that thoſe concerned might 
Have Time to enquire deliberately into the pretetided Cauſes 
of the Netellity' for fuch a Meaſure; and, it it appenred ne- 
ceflary, 'to' conſider maturely on the Plan Things 
of that Kind of a very intricate and delicate Nature, 
where the Rights and Intereſts of ſo many different Perſons, 
or Bodies'of Men, are concerned. But · all they could obtain 
was a Delay for ten Days, and a Promiſe vo allow the Com- 
mittee Inſpe of fark Books of Papers as they ſhould call 
for, in order to make Obſervations, i Alteratods, 
on the Plan chalk'd out by the Council. 
Every one can fee, that it is im ſhibl, Men entirely 
Sti to the Routine of the — Mite and Ma- 
nagemerit thereof, in tlie different Particulars: neceſfary tobe 
enquired into, to to know readily what Books or Papers ts call 
for, for their Inſormation, and far more, in ſo ſhort a Time, 
to make all the Obſerves on them, and take the neet- 
ful Excerpts, or Copies; for vouching and illuſtrating theſe. 
HowererebeCommine: went toWork,as they beſt ebuld, and 
now to lay before the Publick the few Obſervations 
Fact, which they have been able to make from the Books 
of the Peer bout, and the Vahution-books of the Town, 


B wih 


EE 
with a View only to procure the Aid of every one intereſted 
towards putting off the Execution of a Proje appearing to 


them, from its very Complexion and Nature, even when the 


Facts laid down in it were ſuppoſed to be true, to be fraught 
with Deſtruction to this Place, until Pe have had Time to 
think on it, not only in the general View, but alſo with re- 


gard to the ſeveral Parties whom it may affect, if it goes on. 


la ſtating Facts, the Committee, for the Sake of Brevity 
and — will entirely diſregard what they have had 
thrown out to them in Way of Affirmation of, or cogjectural 
Inference from, Fact by the "Cound, becauſe, from what they 
have diſcovered, they muſt be excuſed from truſting. to 
theſe Gentlemens, Aſfimatiqns or Inferrences; and alſo, ber 
cauſe Ly hn bo told, thes the F Dogs, are Faeser 


ſitivel — Evidence on the Bogks own them, and ni 
fe == _ —_— what * * are 2 2 


* _ And, in ar 


Committee will beg beg Leave to Ge as « Plc =, the 
& every Tax laid an the Inhabitant e 
upon the Landlord; not only, becauſe it has been ſufhci- 
ently evinced by Writers on ſuch Subjects, That ſuch is the 
Caſe, but alſo becauſe it is yerified to the 6d Experience of 
the Landlords of Edinburgh at this very Time, with- reſpe&t 
to the Window-tax. The: Law provides, ag firangly 45 
— can Gf * chat Ter all be bo dn d the Jahgbitgne 

. debored io pay 
RR and the Tax too; But bet s 
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truly, no Man will talk of the Rent he's to give, till the 
Landlord previouſly agrees to pay, or allow the Window- 
tax out of it. This is a certain Fact, that ſome of the 
Committee atteſt from their own Knowled ge and Caſe, and 
which many other Landlords can alfo verify in the moſt clear 
Manner ; nay it has already. come to this, That Tenants 
probe bay to take Houſes, unleſs the. Landlords would en- 
2 the Poor's-Rate in caſe it takes Place. None 
of Sfſe bings may, in all Probability, have happened to 
any Member of the Council i in Town, as it is not im 
ble that their Share of the Property therein (which Each 
a Trifle in the Proportion, as is Earèe worth naniing) may be 
continued in the Poſſeſſion of. the ſame Perſons who had ir 
laſt Year, or may not be yet in the Market for letting. 
_ * The Fats naturally divide themelves into ſuch- as tend to 
ſhow, That there is a Neceffity for'a Tax of 1800 L. Her- 
ling to ſu the Charity Work- houſe, and ſuch as tend to 
how. hat ſo much per Cent. on the Rents of Houſes, the 
i in Proportion to which it is 1 that the Inha- 
bitants ſhall be taxed, will raiſe that Sum: For tho by the 
Propoſals, as wiſely. calculated, the Houſholders were to be 
taxed in a Sum certain, whatever Proportion of the Rents 
it might take to make that up, the Propoſers ſeem now, in 
their Reaſoning or Argument, to have given up that Pare of 
their Scheme; and no Wonder, for how could it once enter 
their Heads, That the Legiffature would impoſe a Sum cer- 
tain, without any Affirmation or Evidence, as to the Extent 
of the Subject, according to which it wds'to be raiſed ? Or 


Es when the Extent of the Subject is variable, 
uncertain, and liable by its Nature to mop fe bl _ 
lie? And then,ſuppofing that they N give 
that Form © Web | . eb the tube Ger 


_ de labowy bird fr every Shape to Ser up tbe an 
nual of the Rents (even with the Hazard o laying 
open a continued Series of grols * hitherto un- 


ET 3 


known to molt of the Heritors, and bringing other Diſtreſſes 
on them) in order to make People believe that ſuch a Pro- 
portion, which they are pleaſed to think ſmall on the whole, 


(becauſe their Shares of it are ſcarce worth leyying) will an- 


iwer the Sum neceſſary to be raiſed. _ ou this Proportion 


is, they don't ſeem to be yet agreed on. It was averred, in 
a Paper known to be printed by their Authority, that it would 
not exceed 20 fl. or 24 ſh. on a Houle of 20 L. Rent, i. e. 
5 or 6 per Cent. and the Committee have Information, which 
they can depend on, That the Agent for the Project at Lon- 
2 averred before the Honourable Committee of the Houſe 
of Commons, That the 1800. L. demanded, was not g per 
© Cent. on the Heritage.” But the Agents here have been 
forced now to own, that it will be at leaſt 7 or 7 per Cent. 


On what Fallacies the keeping it ſo low, even as that, de- YL 


pends, will be touched on afterwards. 


To come to Facts. The Propoſals ſet forth, That the Ex. 


| pence of the Houſe, at a Medium, for the firſt four Years, 
amounted to 2800;L. Sterls 


ing, the annual Expence, "Profits Labour, cannot be 
computed. at a 22 than 2200 


pnſideration cf the Extent of the annual 


3 the Houſe, was what the Committee could not overtake : . 
the Fact to be, as 


and therefore they are willing to ſuppoſe 
repreſented for the firſt four Years, which were 1743, 1744, 
1745 and 1746, and they hope 
was over and above the Profits on Labour, as the conje- 
tured Sum of 2200 per Aunum i in futuro, is faid to be; be- 


cauſe to ſuppoſe otherwiſe, would be to ſuppoſe. 


the firſt four Tears 


poſing) or that. the 
Compariſon and Inference. And this being 


Cans 55 the Cos, Thar the Pofes of the La 
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yearly ; and that in Time com- : 


that the 2800 per Arnum for 


either that 
the Profits. of Labour were pocketted up by ſome Body for 
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amounted to 1200 L. and ſ 


o far they 
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ſay true, if under Church 
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Medium was on 20 Tears Ex 
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That as the 


two of the whole 20 
knew the Facts; 
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Tears. The Committee can not 


) the ſame individu 
Pens, Na not ariſe from i 


ay 


ſecret from 


(en 


have, ſince the Erection of the Work- houſe, been greatly 
below 1200 L. per Annum, the Medium: rate on the 20 Years 
. How far this is true, every Man can 


judge, when he „ informed, that, by the Books the Gol. 


aro apc 
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the Years immediguely following 
| the erecting 

tions; e ron ng 
Confuſion by 5.the Reaction, could there be an anX Juſt 
to fear that they would fall ſhort of the 1200. 

— 4 e 3 
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Fat, ſhow evidently that they had the Things now to be 
opened under their Eye. O late the Allotments made to the 


Poor, from the Product of the Ladies Aſſembly, have been 


very ſmall, becauſe the Managers are making up a Fund 


ecrer has been a Deficiency 


 wherewith to purchaſe the Houſe in which it is held; but 
the rs well knew, that that Fund is almoſt made up, 
and that of Conſequence the Workhouſe would ſoon come 
in for its full Third of the Profits of the Aſſembly, and 
that the Sums, withheld from the Poor in the Interim, 
would then yield them almoſt double Intereſt, as it may be 
expected that the Purchaſe of the Hall will.come at 12 Years. 
of the Rent paid for it.— And, there is a Sum of 100 L. 

per Aꝛrnum ſecured to the Poor by Mortification of one Mr. 
Horn, tho it is not one of their ordinary or preſent Funds, 
| becauſe Mrs. Hern, who liferents it, is ſtill alive. Should 
theſe Things have been concealed in a Propoſal of this Kind? 
Or could they be concealed for any other Reafon, than that 
the Hope and near Proſpect of theſe Additions to the Fund 
was an invincible Argument, for ſo far, againſt laying on the 
zal Tax of which the are ſo fond and keen ? 

ba Committee have thus gone through all the Facts laid 
in the Propoſals, for: inferring the Neceſſity of a Tax from 
the Topick of a Fear of Deficiency of Fund (for that there 
is not ſo much as pretended) and: 
they hope they have made it chat this Fear is wholly - 
aſſected and groundleſs ; becauſe, in all human Probability, 
the Profit of the Poor's-work: will ſoon rife as much above 
its t Extent, as anſwer the 400 L. only wanted, the 
 Workhouſe will ſoon come to the Enjo . of its Third: 


Work! D | yment 
of = —— —_ A and of 222 100 L. 
And, if at any Time before theſe Things riſe in their full 


other for 


0 1820 


Nr A Fund ariſing from ColleQiods 
« mode this Fallon is extremely unequal, ſeeing thoſe 
« who formerly attended nonjurant Meeting-houſes, and 
* others wha reſort to no Place of publick Worthip, are in 
4 @ Manner totally err to 
ply this to the Matter in Hand : That the Poor ſhould 


maintained: That the maintaining 


will ids GT. — _T . 
the Paſſion which moves ſuch Folks, 
ought to be volun- 

_ tary ; and the Spirit of Revenge muſt. run very high, when 


4 . 
Perſons particularly levelled at? Charity 


a Man can 2 paniſhing himſelf rather as 
ke Taemiy IG Tom bend markers 


the Caſe, r the Adden Heritors in Town 
a, Tax. on. themſelves, becauſe Nonjurors will not 
their Charity: according 
” poſers need entertain àny Fear from its 
er there. eee ee this opick a 
41 | 
 . The Committee will only add, on this 
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them in a Workhouſe is 
Thing; and that the Workhouſe we have erected 
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ly for: 
ow. 

to their Mind, Get tow of are, 

ces; and 


general Point of 

perpetual Tax for. the Poor-honſe, 
: of Puulianſ@it,[That as no Tax ought to be 
Neceſſity 


(wu) 


(exiſtent, not feared) ſo the Committee apprehend that the 


Magiſtrates of this City have Help at Hand, without going 
to Parliament for it, the Moment that ſuch Neceſſity occurs; 
and ſuch a Help as may be adapted to the particular Exigency, 
ſuperſeded when ae. 1s anſwered, and exerced again when 
a new one falls out. By this they mean, the Power lodged 
in the Lords of Seſſion, by the 12th Act of the Parliament 
1686, which in plain and expreſs Words, ordains the Magi- 
ſtrates of this City to lay down eſfectual Ways for freeing 
and purging the Town, Carongate and Suburbs, of the 
numerous Beggars which repair in and about the Town; 
drüdains the Lords of Seſſion to receive from the Magiſtrates, 
or any Body elſe, all reaſonable Propoſals to that Eſſect; 
and impowers them, with Conſent of the Magiltrates, to im- 
2 poſe ſuch Taxes upon all the Inhabitants, Burgeſſes and others, 
within the Town, Canongate and Suburbs, as they ſhall find 
juſt and neceſlary for the Pur poſe aforeſaid. — The Committee 
lay, for the Purpoſe aforeſaid, tho there de an Inaccuracy in 
the Statutory Part of the Act here, becauſe the Lords of 
Seſſion, by their Act of Sederunt of 29th 1687, exerciſed 
_ the Power thus given them, by ordering > Ps to be levied 
for the Purpoſe of freeing the Tram of 5 as well as 
the other ſe (viz. that of cleaning the Streets) mention- 
ac .d in the Ad of Parliament, and likewiſe in April 1731, 
_ authoriſed the Magiſtrates, in entring into Articles of Agree- 
ment with the Juſtices of Peace of the Shire of Edinburgh, 
which concerned the Proviſien, Support and Maintenance & 
the Poor, and had nothing to do with cleaning the I: 
and afterward approved 5 .— Articles, and gave their 
Aſſiſtance towards carrying them into Execution, by an AR 


of Sederunt of the 18th Fei oy 1732, reciting * Act of , 


Parliament 1686, and Powers thereby given them, as their 
Authority for ſo doing. Whether theſe Powers be ſufficient ' 
a 


to enable the Lords to perpetual Tax on the In- 
_ habitants of this City — of the Poor, is not Ma- 


©: WJ 

terial; as it is not to be thattheir Lordſhips would 
ever carry them fo far; and if are not ſo asto 
enable the Lords to lay on a Tax or a Time, for Tryal, or 


for anſwering a particular Exigency of the Poor-bouſe, it 
is ſurely more eli Able, that Application ſhould be made to 
Parliament for an AQ to explain and extend the Powers of 
the Lords of Seſſion, than for one to fix on the Heritors and 


' Inhabitants a Tax from which they could never get free, but 
by a new Act of Parliament.— Such an explanat 


ory Act will 
at any Time be more eaſily got, than in all Likelihood one: 


of the Kind now ſought ever will be, and ſuch an Act would 
certainly be 


as they could never be afraid of any bad Conſequence from 


and Properties, with a Power of calling an them all, and 
compelling the un willing, to contribute fuch Part of the 
annual 2 of that » as their Lordſhips ſhould 
think juff and neceſſary, for promoting or 2 on any 
charitable Deſign. 
As it is on the foregoing Reaſons, the of the 
Committee, That there was no Neceflity for apphing 4 
2 this Subject at all, S 
alſo of that it will olways be a very imp t and 
improper Thing, with regard to the Inc & of Scotland in 
general, for any __ or Shire in at, to apply for having 
any Thing fike a Poors-Rate impoſed by Authority of 
Park 1 — 1 dran from the 
Experience which univerſally under and 
bteathes N eliveranoe from that Tax. It muſt from its 

5 to ingumerable Aar and Grievances | 


agreeable to the whole Heritors and Inhabitants, 
trafting thoſe to whom the Law has intruſted their Livres 


* 


0 de moved by a diſintereſted R 


28 in the Reaſoning of the 


Good, when he himſelf could not propoſe any Advantage 


View Advan 
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" The Committee being thus of Opinion, againſt the feeking 
a Poors-Rate of any Extent, or on any Terms, ſettled by Au- 


thority of Parliament, at this Time, and reſolved, for them · 


ſelves, to oppoſe. ns Velng done by tl lvvithd Minas in the. | 


Power ; they here leave off, but they. are aware of 


one Thing, whic , with the Unthinking or thoſe prejudiced 
fora Tax, from a laudable Zeal of making proper and certain 


Proviſion for the Poor, carries the Air of a preſumptive 


Argument againſt all that has been ſaid; and therefore find 
chemſelves under Neceſſity to obviate it, by « one Obſervation 


on che particular Scheme propoſed, and that this Wl od 


of the Scheme now in Agitatio n, pretend 
gend to che Publick Good: 


them into others. 


'The 


and ſa "That the T itſelf is incompatible with being 
made a Jobb of; KE Bede fo any Member of Coun- 
Al to turn it any how to his private Intereſt, none of them 
being to touch a Penny of the Tax, &c. And when the 


Characters which they give themſelves, or have with others, 


are thrown into the Scale with theſe ſpeciqus Profeſſions and. 


People may be pr to ſay, — = 


no-body would take Pains, or. 
Tax eſtabliſhed on any Motive but Zeal for the Publick 


from it. But with the Committee, who look on the Mea- 


ſure as againſt the Publick Good, theſe Pains and this Anxie- 
ty amounted to a Demonſtration, tion, that the Propoſers had. in 


tages for themſelves. And indeed, there is one 


which lie moſt Rtrongly and obviouſly, when the Plan of: | 


is applied to che State of the City, in a Particular, 
of whith theCommitree had notthe leaſt Conception, till they 


the Books of Valuation, and of which they believe 
of Council have any adequate Notion. 3 ay 


to have the 


269) 

Here is a Scheme, by which every Man ga Hanſe 
in Town is to become liable in a Tax, according to the Rent 
of that Houſe, as aſſeſſed by Men named by the, Town- 
Council, and theſe Aſſeſſors are to have Power to free any 
of the Houſholders "who pay below 3 L. . Sterling of yearly 
Rent.—If the Number of. Houſholders in this Claſs was 
ſmall, there would be little Matter in this, as to any P 
or View ; but when one comes to ſee, or be informed, 
the Number is above 3000 (the Committee reckon it to be 
3370, but chuſe to be within Bounds) he muſt ſtand aghaſt 
at the Scheme of Power and Influence projected, under the 
1 Pretence of diſintereſted Regard for the Publick 
The Luſt of Power and Deſire of Dominion is as 

— 4 Paſſion in ſome Men, as the Love of Money is in 
2 The Committee cannot fay, whether that Luſt and 
Defire predomined in forming the Scheme under Conſidera- 
tion; but every Man muſt ſee, that this tends to indulge it 
ma [moſt extenſive Manner: For, if but one half of theſe 
3000 Houſholders are Members of the incorporated Bodies 
; having Repreſentatives in Council (which appears to the 
Committee to be a moderate -Suppo tion, tho' their Argu- 
ment would hold, if but a third or fourth Part were in that 
Caſe) the Fietion in * 2 muſt always be ſure of car- 
ing the Elections of t epreſentatives as pleaſe, 
Pers the poor Hquſholder muſt dance to the I 2 Pu- 
blick Good as ſett by theſe Leaders, or be taxed. And 
why ſhould he not? For, if a Man will not contribute his 
Vote to that willin ly. de ought to be compelled to contri- 
bute his Money.— t can't weigh with any Man this, 
That tis not to the Council, but to Aſſeſſors of the Body 
« of the Houſholders, that this Power is committed; | 
as theſe are intereſted themſelves, tis preſumable they'll do. 
« according to Right, impartially, and without ſuch By- 
views: For, the Council have the naming of the Aſſeſ- 
fors ; and howerer worthy: and impartial every one of the 
preſent 
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preſent Council may be, a Time may come, when a Sett of 
no worth, a Seu of Perſons bent on the Ruin of the City, 
graſping at an exorbitant Power over the whole i | 
and deaf to their moſt importunate Entreaties for gentler and 
flower Proceedings, ſhall poſſeſs their Places: And therefore 
no Chance ſhould be left for ſuch a corrupt deſigning Setr's 
having that Power, eſpecially when rendred uncontroulable 
by any Court of Law, as theſe bear. 

And here the Committee leave to addreſs themſelves 


in particular to the Lords of the Faculty of Advo- 


3 and the Writers to the Signet. They have Privileges 


to ſudject the Members of the Co 


incompatible with this Power: Of theſe Privileges they have 
in former Times been very careful; why, i Tow 
to be ſo regardleſs of them, the Committee cannot divine: 
But they hope it will not be taken amiſs, That they put them 
rn che Ack of Sederunt 
of 18th February 1732, and Proceedings preparatory to it. 
From which it that the Lords would not even au- 
_ thoriſe the of Edinburgh to levy the 2 per Cent. 
ted by the Members of the College of Joe by ſummar 
Foinding ; and the Faculty gave it as their Reaſon for de- 
firing the Lords to refuſe that Power to the Magiſtrates, that 
their having it would introduce Inconveniencies, and tend 


| llege to a Diſtreſs, which in 
many Inſtances had been found to be too arbitrary. Are the 
Diſpoſitions of Men fo altered in a Courſe of 37 Years, that 
the Council of Edinburgh may now be ſafely truſted with a 
| Power of levying a much higher Tax, in the ſame Manner 
as the Money laid on for the publick Exigencies of Govern- 
rn INT L 
troul, except car of a Parliamentary Complaint ; 
8 too expenſive, and too diſtant to carry much 
But to go on to other Particulars on the Face and Com- 
plexion of the Propoſals or Scheme — In the firſt _ 


cn) 


I: is. unjuſt; and ice in iel, ad providing no Equi 
valent, 2 Value to the Inhabitants for the Tax required. 


2dly, 'Tis a Breach of the publick Faith of the City, pledged: 
ta the ſubſtantial Inhabitants who contributed to build the 
Work-houſe on behalf of themſelves and the poorer Sort, who 
were not able to do ſo. 3dly, 'Tis a Diſſolution. of a private 
Contract, without Conſent and againit the Mind of many 
Bodies of Men, entitled to claim upon it. And, 4thly, It muſt 
either ſubject the Heritors to a Burden: vaſtly heavy; or it 
will ſoon prove felo de ſe, and bring the Work-houſe to 
Ruin. Each of which Points the Committe will endeavour. 
to explain, and illuitrate with as much Brevity as they can. 
They fay in the firſt Place, That the Scheme, as propoſed, 
is. unjuſt and iniquous in itſelf, as it docs not provide a proper 
ar adequate Equivalent or Value in favour of the Parties taxed, 
for the Tax propoſed to be exacted from tliem. The. Equi- 
valent propoſed to be given for it is, Deliverance from the Na- 
ance and c of the begging Poor, in the Language of the 
Propoſers ; but the proper Equivalent or Value for ſuch a Tax 
ſurely implies alſo, The Satisfaction of being aſſured that it will 
be beflawed to the Purpoſes for which. it is given. -But where. 
is there a. Clauſe or a. Word in the whole Propoſals, obliging 
or enabling any Man or Body of Men to give the Inhabitants 
ſuch Deliverance, or ſuch Satisfaction: The laſt muſt ſurely 
depend on the Faithfulneſs of the Managers of the Work- 
houſe, and there's little Need to be in fear. about it, but, ſtill 
ſomething is a-wanting. by their not being incorporated. 
As to the other: No Man alive can free People of that Nu- 
ſance, without. giving bim Power by Law to compel the 
Poor to go into the Work-houſe; and even then, it is im- 
poſſible to deliver the Perſons taxed, the Inhabitants of Ediz- 
 burgh, from the Nuſance and Clamour of begging Poor; un- 
leſs there be either a. Clauſe prohibiting all of them to g 
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— or on bringing che Suburbs 
into the Scheme. That the doing this would bring a greater 
Burden on the Inhabitants of the Town, can be no good 
Odjection from People who lay it down as a Principle, that 
the Poor in Edinburgh are to be maintained whatever Pro- 
portion it may require of the Inhabitants Rents to do it. On 


the Foating of Moral Obligation, ev Obje&t* has an 


poor 
equal Claim againſt every Man tary able to relieve him, 


and 'on the Footing of 'the Reaſon-affigned for demanding a 


Tax, its impoſſible ts diſtinguiſh between the Poor- within 


the Walls of; the City, and thoſe in the contiguous Streets or 


Suburbs. 'Tis' phin, That either the Tak ſhould" be made 


ſufficient for delivering the Inhabitants fromthe Nufince of 
both, or there ſhould be no Tax at all. - - © 
The Committee have faid in the: ſecond Place, That what 
propoſed by the Scheme n Breach of the p Faith of 
grace tothe Inhabitants, Who c n.a-uted to the 
+ this Work-hdufe, and this they Hy, becauſe it is 
Tal che Gonttütefs were induced to cre by AN 
1 there were ſufficĩent Funds for its Endowment; 
and chat there would be no Need of any Tax to ſupport ĩt; and 
yet now ii leſs than 8 the Exiſtence of this 
Houle is mads the Handle for dex A a Tax, which muſt 
fall very heavy upon the Jetitors, whoſt Ex- 
1 2 the ſubſtantial- Ones who: — had cennnly 
in — 
They ſay in the third Place, Tint che Scheme -propoſed : 
tends: to the diſſolving of a private Contract, withsut Con- 
ſent of the Parties —— claim upon it. And here the 


Committee call for the Attention of the Honourable, the 


Reverend, and the other, Managers or Directors of the Cha- 


rity Workhouſe, and of the Neverend and other Members 
of the ſeveral Kirk - ſeſſions of this City.— Phe Managers 


and Directors are Truitees for the wholeihody of thoſe-who + 


contributed to the building of the Work-houſe, as the preſent 


— 


1 


in Terms thereof, or leave the Parties on the ſame Footing 
as before it: But if the Managers ſhall, by their Silence, give 
Conſent to the laying aſide of the Collections, without making 
it a Condition that a Tax ſhall be impoſed, which will, ac- 
cording to Probabilites, be equal in annual Value to the 
Collections they may be diſappointed, and the Houſe 
deſtroyed, unleſs they get Remedy by a new Law ;—It be- 
hoves them therefore to have previous Security, that the 
Tax ſhall be impoſed in ſuch Way as to raiſe 1200 L. eſſect- 
ually, per Anunum.-— The Committee take it for granted 
that the levying of a Sum certain on the whole In 
habitants will never be authoriſed: And therefore it im 
_ theſe Managers to attend that ſuch a Rate per Cent. be laid on, 
as will raiſe the 1200 L.; at leaft, to take Care that no Fallacy 
de plaid in ſetting forth the Value of the Subject, according 
to which the Tax is to be laid on, as of higher Extent than 
it really is, and deliberately to weigh every Suggeſtion tend- 
ing to ſhow that the laying on of ſuch a Tax may greatly 
diminiſh the Value of the Subject to which it is to bear 
a certain Proportion; for ſuppoſe ſuch a Rate was propoſed 
and ſettled by Parliament, as would raiſe 1200 L. on the Rents 
in Edinburgh, as ſtanding at preſent; yet, if there is a pro- 
dable Chance from the Operation of the Scheme in other 
Reſpects, or from the ordinary Courſe in ſuch Matters that 
the Rents will fall, the Sum cannot be reckoned ſo certain, 
us it is, on the preſent Footing, according to an Experience 
of 27 Years.—- And this leads to the lait Point 
ſuggeſted by the Committee, namely; © © 
_ * "That the Scheme propoſed, muſt either ſubject the Heri- 
tors to a Burden vaſtly heavy, or will ſoon prove felo de ſe, 
and bring the Work-houſe to Ruin. With regard to this; as 
the Framers of the Propoſal ſuppoſe, That 1800 L. may be 
the Yearly Sum requiſite to be raiſed by the Tax; the firſt 


Point of iry is, What Rate per Cent. on the Houſe- rents, 
the raiſing of that Sum will take? And here all Aſſirmations 


FF without 


VV © 


without Evidence from the Valuation-books, and all con- 
jectural Inferences from theſe Affirmations, muſt be laid aſide, 
and the valued Rent muſt be ſuppoſed to be the Rent ſpoke 
of on all Sides, and in every Particular of the Compariſon or 
Computations, otherwiſe there is no Underſtanding any 
Thing of the Matter, but it behoved to ly over till theſe ex- 
traneous Facts were proved. 

_- The Rent of the whole Houſes in Town, which were 


p_ as taken up by the Stent-maſters, conform to the Va- 

uation-books for the Year 1748, and according to which the 
Land-tax was levied, is £. 302,060 
The Valuation of Houſes in Town, at 35 L 

- and downwards, amounted (according to th 

| beſt View and Notes that could be taken inf, | 59,00 
the Time allowed) to upwards of 1 90 
And as the Poſſeſſors of all theſe Houſes may, 
according to the Propoſals, be exceed from 
os the Valuation of them muſt be | 1 
_ © wholly ſtruck off when one is computing > 252,000 

. how high the Tax may run on thoſe who] 
muſt pay; and then there will remain, lable | 
ol This being juſt 21000 L. Sterling, and the Sam that may 

be raiſed, being 1800' L. It is evident at firſt View, that the 
| Rate may be 9 per Cent. or within a Trifle of it. —And the 
Committee dare venture to fay, That the Town-council 


1 ug one Man of Subftance to engage n 
1800 L. Sterling, out of a Rate of 10 per [On 
L 5 He Ore of Houſes of 3 L. 9555 


upwards, for man Ann 
felves, and « y that ever was concerned in | 
the Annuity, a ax of the ſame Kind, that is, — 
the of Houſes. 

ſell on a Medium at 10 Years Purchaſe: 


. 
þs they . d, for moſt Part, taxed at 6 per Cent. on 


* 
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the Inhabitants for Annuity (not to mention Window-tax) 
and all of them at 10 or 11 per Cent. on the Landlord for 
Land-tax ; It is not likely that the Legiſlature will authoriſe 
the levying on them a further Rate of 9 or 10 per Cent. as no 
Inſtance can be produced of their ever having gone ſo high 
in any Tax on a particular Place or Pariſh. „ 

The Managers for the Scheme are well aware of this, 
and therefore ply every Topick to ſnèw, That a much lower 
Rate will anſwer to the Sum in View, and which they f 
is wanted; and they have even hinted at their having Re! 
ſources for making up, in value of the Subjects taxable, what 
they may be in Danger of loſing, by lowering the Rate per 
Cent. ſo that, if their Scheme was to be turned into a Law, 
t Care muſt be taken as to every Expreſſion, every 
Word, in it, and in particular, that the Aſſeſſors be put under 
a Rule by the Law, as to ſettling the Valuations of the Pro- 
de of little Avail to cure the Evil dreaded from allowing them 
to aſſeſs a Sum certain, without limiting a Rate per Cent. 
One Thing which theſe Managers infiit on, as leſſening 
this new Tax in the Rate, is, That 2 per Cent. of Poors 
Money now payable, being to be funk or included in it, it 
muſt be reckoned 2 per Cent. leſs than it a to be on 
any ſuch Computation as that above. But 75 As 2 per Cent. 
of the taxable Rent is 420 L. and the 2 per Cent. now pay- 
able amounts only to 260 L. (it not ling over any 
Houſe poſſeſſed by a Member | the College of ſaltice) here 
is a Shortcoming of 160 L. And, 2d, The Committee are 
471144 4 one of the 
Funds ccmpo th [ Originals, ſuppoſed by the 
Propofals ſtill to remain with the Workhouſe 88 
are not ſure as to this, becauſe they had not the Point in 
View at taking their Notes) and if it is fo, then there is no 
Drawback on the original Computation. The Committee 
will only here obſerve, en paſſant, That Gay En I 
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that even the Managers for the Scheme are not ſo fully 
poſſeſſed of all the Parts of it, as to make the Ends meet, 
and run a great Riſque of deſtroying their own Deſign, by 
Inconſiſtencies between its Parts, through their Hurry and 
Keenneſs. 


In ſhort, let them ſtrain and ſqueeze Facts and Points as 


they pleaſe, it is ſelf evident, that either there muſt be a ve- 
ry heavy Tax aſcertained, or that the Fund for the Work- 
houſe muſt, by this compulſitory Method, be brought great- 
ly below what it is now poſſeſſed of, by the Good-will of 
the Inhabitants and other well diſpoſed People. And it may 
be worthy of Conſideration, Whether the making this 
Erection a Handle for ſeeking a a 

tributers to it, be a proper Method for promoting other De- 
ſigns of that Kind in Places where they are ſtill a-wanting, 


and much needed? And whether it is to be expected, That 


any-body, or at leaſt thoſe taxed, will ever give any volun- 


Many moe Conſiderations. of a 


ſaying, Rees e e oy og 
That the ſingle Queſtion at preſent between the Propo- 


ſers of the Tax (who will ſcarce bear any Part of it) and 
the Proprietors and Inhabitants (on whom it muſt be very 
heavy) is, Whether the Project ſhould be now puſh'd on, 


ſo as to wreathe about their Necks a Yoke of Slavery, and 
lay on their Backs a Burden which they apprehend they may 
be unable to bear, withont a Poſſibility of Redreſs but from 
a future Application to Parliament; (and this for no aſſignable 
Reaſon, bas merely that they, the Propoſers, took 


. . 


Tax on the Con- 


tary Charity to a Houſe whoſe Proviſion is ſecured by Law, 
and forced from them, tho what is ſo forced ſhould fall 
ever ſo much ſhort of anſwering the Purpoſe? . -—- 

| of a general Nature might be 
ſuggeſted, but they will naturally occur to People when they 
turn their Thoughts to the Subject: "Tis high Time that the 
Committee ſhould conclude, and they will do it with 


the 
raſh, 
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of the 
tion, with Eaſe and as a Matter of Form? This the Com- 
mittee ſay is the preſent Queſtion ; and they ſubmit to the 
Judgment of every reaſonable Man the Determination 


being reſolved for their own Parts and 
heard, there are bur very few, if any, for them) to ſtick by 
endeavouring 
That they are well adviſed, ' That nothing that can paſs, b 
ſettled or concerted here can be 


Parts of the Law, accordin 
fair came in, and muſt now 
was reduced into a formal 
the Subſcri 
.. 
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A 


raſk, bold and unprecedented Step, of applying for that Pur- 
* pu without due Deliberation and Adviſement ;) or the 
roſecution 


of it ſhould be dropt for one Seffion of Parlia- 


ment, in order to give Time for that Deliberation and Ad- 
viſement; which in all Probability would iſſue in 8 | 


ment on Meaſures proper to attain the End p 
the Contentment of every reaſonable Man amongſt * 
and which could not therefore fail of obtaining the Sanction 


Legiſlature, if needful for them into Execu- 


it. 
ny, will only add, That the Reaſon for their 


as laid (and ſo far as they have 


at the Delay for the Seſſion of Parliament i, 


to the Courſe in which the Af. 
carried on, or unleſs the whole 


Agreement duly authenticated oy | 
of Parties, and That it is impoſſible br 
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Addition to the foregoing Memorial, on 
Jome new Diſcoveries. 


GINCE fiſhing the forcgeing Memorial, Quoc were ' 
communicated to the Committee of Heritors ſome Ob- 
ſervations made in a Committee of the Merchant Company, 
which has allo been employed fome Days in the Work of ex- 
amfning the Books of the Poor's-houſe, and the Valuation- 
books: "Theſe the C ee of Heritors beg Leave to men- 
tion here, and apply them ſeverally to the Parts of their Me- 
morial aforeſaid, which they reſpeAively concern. | 
| Obſervation 1ſt. is, That tho the Magiſtrates ; and Colncil, 
ii is tranſmitted to Parliament, have aſſerted, 
That it appeared from an Inſpectzon of the Books, that the | 
Expence of the Poorshouſe, * 2 ne Syaye e 
„Tears, amounted to 2800 L. Sterling 
1 | $ by the Books, . Nate 5 
4 e thar by he Books, Thr ho gol 
four eas; 2 took in to their Computa- 
tion the of great Buildings carried on and finiſhed | 
within theſe Years, and fome other incidental Articles which 
ought not to have been ſtated or mentioned as annual Ex- 
pence.— The of Heritors, in their Memorial, 
ker on the Sappolaof"the'Trurh of the Councils Aﬀer 
tions as to the annual What Influence this Va- 
_ riation of 622 L. per Aunum, on their Medium, muſt have 
in the Argument, eouy ben com foe. as he alſo can do, what 
Faith ought to bepaidto other Affirmations from __ | 


* 


until every Bock and Paper is moſt minutely | 
Obſervatios ad, is] That tho! the Council in their ſaid Pro- Ws 
poſals aſſert, «That the Funds for the Poot, beſide 


3 ther Collections, do not exceed 600 L. Sterling a Year, ata 
ks, - Medram ;* yt i Tra ad Ray ls ah 1 
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| Funds, of which the Houle is in the actual Poſſeſſion, amount, 
on a Medium, to $70 L. of which 260 ariſes from the 2 per 
Cent. of Poors-money, which is paid in with the Annuity by all 
the Inhabitants, except Members of the College of Juſtice, 
and paid over by the Collector of the Annuity to the Trea- 
ſurer of the Poors-houſe. — As by the Propoſals, this 2 per 
Cent. is to be funk when the new Tax takes Place. The 
Committee of Heritors admit, That it muſt be held as a Sum 
to be made good as Part of the projected 1800 L. and that 
in ſo far their Argument (p. 23d of the Memorial) founded 
og the Suppoſition that faid 260 L. was included in the 
: fas L. fails but what is there ſaid as to the 160 L. ſtill 


them, eh Ren Be in =o 
2 . e 
is plainly 260 


L. of Xt 
Houſe, . and which no 

| Noiſe _— there was but 190 L- 

to —— yi gi oe, — 

3 2 they righe n to . 
? of Juſtice for a Renewal of the Grant made in 1 


would nor deign 


neceſſary to ſupport it within 140 L. Sterling, 3 
Was a trodden Path, in which to get at the greateſt 

Part that Sum, without a Penny more on Houſ- 
holders paying to the Poor, and when the Houſe was. 
fare of Mr. Hern's 100 L. ina few Years, and in the View 
of an immediate Increaſe of its Income from the = 


# # 


«& = 


Aﬀembly ; one cannot help ſeeing and ſaying, either, That 
the Propoſers of this Scheme, for a new and heavy Tax, 


were totally ignorant of the Matters in which they took on 


them to deal, and very raſh in ſo doing; or, That they had 


ſome Deſign they durſt not own, and wilfully miſrepreſented 


Facts to them known, in Hopes to bring it about by the 
Help of their Addreſs, in concealing what they had faid 
from thoſe who were capable, and had the Means to detect 
the Falſhood. | : 


Obſervation 3d, is, That the Poors-houſe is now in Poſ- 


© ſeſſion of its Third of the Profits of the Lady's Aſſembly, 


and that makes Part of the 600 L. computed on, and men- 


« tioned in the 6th Article of the 


_ requiſite for purchaſing the Aſſembly- hall is, it ſeems, made 


up ſome Time 


as to what they ſay on that Point 


rial.) But that Miſtake does not at all vary the 
or Inference; becauſe the Sum laid up for purchaſt 
Fall, being detained off the Poors-houſe, during ſome 


the 


| Years on which the Medium was ſtruck, the Medium was 


thereby diminiſhed in fo far, and ought in Fairneſs to have 


been ſtruck, as if no ſuch Detention had been made, as that 


Fund muſt increaſe in the Manner pointed out by the Memo- 


rial, ſo ſoon as the Money detained is got employed on the - 


intended Purchaſe. 


and fo far the Committee of Heritors were miſtaken in fact, 
. 11th of their Memo— 
5 


A 4th Obfervatim is, That eren when Subjects of the 
Valuation of 14000 L. Scots (as computed) which have 
| hitherto been exeemed, by Acts and Connivance, or Ig- 


norance and Overſight, from all Taxations in the City, are 8 


uh 


brought is Compute, as intended to be ſubjected to this 


new Tax; the whole Valuation ſubjected to it will only a- 


- 
-—- 


mount to 238,962 L. Scots. —T his being a good deal lower 


than the 252,000 L. which is reckoned on 


0 * 


far 10 


- 


"Twi 
tor the Heritors (Page22d) it is evident, That 9 per Cent; 
will not raiſe the projected 1800 L. Sterling. 


A 5th Obſervation is, That tho the 2 per Cent. of which the - 
Poors-houſe is now in Poſſeſſion, as aſſeſſed, amounts to 291 L. ij 
13 ſh. 4 d. Sterling, yet there never is more than 260 L. ef- ' 
fectively levied of it. The Difference funk being far above 1 


10 per Gent. of the Sum aſſeſſed ; This fully juſtifies the Ob- 
ſervation made by the Committee of Heritors, That, to ſe- 
cure 1800 L. by a ſimilar Tax, very near 2000 L. muſt be 
Sys and that is _— 10 per Cent. on the valued 
ent taxable, according to the higheſt Computation now 
made anne 3 _ = 
In fine, the Valuations of the Houſes below 36 L. Sterling 
Rent, being now collected from the Books of different 
Years, and caſt up, appear to amount to 55,000 L. and 
Odds, inſtead of the 50,000 L. at which they were only 
reckoned on (in the Memorial, Phge 22d) as a Deduction 
from the Total Valuation; bud even this cannot be affirmed 
with Certainty to be the true Sum, though it is more likely 
a than above it. 15 8 


ceſſary to be known for forming a Judgment in an Affair of 
this Kind? And does it not ſtrongly plead for Delay till grea- 
ter Certainty can be obtained of Facts, and more mature 
Deliberation thereon can take place? It is plain, That no 
dne Fact comes out according to the Affirmations in the Pro- 
poſals tranſmitted by the Council to London, 
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